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Welcome everyone to the third Heroes Memorial. It is a great honor for me to say a few words in remembrance of the men and women who gave their lives for the United States of America. And there are so many to remember. 968 Oregonians who died in WWI. 3757 Oregonians in WWII. 269 in the Korean War. 6 in the Gulf War. 709 Oregonians in the Vietnam War. And as of today 57 Oregonians have died in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Each one of sees this day in our own unique way depending on our own personal connections and experiences.

For a year 1969 I had volunteered as a flight attendant flying GI’s out of Saigon and Cameroon Bay to their R&R’s (rest and recuperation). We’d fly them to Guam, Tokyo, or Honolulu. I remember my first flight into Saigon. It did not really set in my mind that I was flying into the war zone. I knew that I was made a 2nd lieutenant in the Air Force. Yes, I saw the bombed craters from the airplane flying in. But I did not realize the significance of what it was all about until I saw the faces of the GI’s as they came on board our plane. I thought they’d be happy. Looking forward to their R&R and going someplace fun. I thought there would be laughing and joking. Their mood was entirely different. What have these men gone through? What had they experienced that made them so somber? They did not want to talk and were so serious. It took me aback and got me thinking immediately. This was war. People were losing their lives. This experience gave me new meaning on life, and a new understanding of what it means to be an American and what it means to be a soldier.
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Let us remember our brave soldiers on this Memorial Day. But let’s also look to the future. In today’s world, freedom is uncertain. We still rely on our sons and daughters to defend our liberty. The cost of independence remains high, but many of us are willing to pay for it. We certainly do not pay it gladly, but we pay it with deep reverence. Thank you very much to those who have sacrificed their lives for the US. We know that in the years to come, more brave soldiers will sacrifice their lives for us. Let’s include them also in our thoughts and prayers today.

