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SENATE PASSES HEALTHY KIDS REFERRAL 

Measures will implement Healthy Kids Plan and ask for voter approval in November

SALEM- The Oregon Senate today passed Senate Bill 3 and Senate Joint Resolution 4, the two legislative components of the Healthy Kids Plan. Senate Bill 3 will set up the plan and Senate Joint Resolution 4 will refer the plan to the voters for approval in November. Senate Bill 3, the implementing legislation of the Healthy Kids Plan, will only become effective when voters approve Senate Joint Resolution 4. 

“Healthy kids have a better chance at a good life,” said Senate President Peter Courtney (D-Salem/Gervais/Woodburn). “We cannot afford to let another generation of children go without health care.”

“Oregon children deserve affordable health care,” said Senate Majority Leader Kate Brown (D-Portland). “We believe the voters agree and will support this plan.”

The Healthy Kids Plan will provide health care for more than 100,000 children in Oregon that are currently uninsured. The plan achieves this goal by increasing the cigarette tax in Oregon by 84 cents a pack. 

“As a nurse, I have seen the devastation caused from children having no health care coverage,” said Senator Laurie Monnes Anderson (D-Gresham), carrier of Senate Bill 3. “We have a moral obligation to make sure these children are covered.”

The revenue from the plan will also add back 10,000 people to the Oregon Health Plan, restoring cuts from previous years. 

“We have the opportunity to do better for Oregon citizens,” said Senator Margaret Carter (D-Portland). “This plan means hope for many suffering Oregonians that have nowhere to turn.”

Included in the plan will be additional dollars for tobacco prevention efforts in Oregon and new resources to support health care services in rural communities. 

Senate Bill 3 and Senate Joint Resolution 4 floor will now move to the House for consideration. 

To view the details of the plan, go to: http://www.leg.state.or.us/senatedemocrats/sjr4_sb3_overview.pdf
 

-30-

