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In This Newsletter:
· Healthy Kids
· Nursing Teacher Shortage
· Casino Bill
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The senator testifying on the Healthy Kids plan.
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Senator Laurie Monnes Anderson  demonstrating her 25 years of experience as a public health nurse.

State Senator Laurie Monnes Anderson

900 Court St. NE #S-310

Salem, OR 97301

Phone:

503-986-1725

Fax:

503-986-1080

Visit my website for additional information.
Website: 

http://www.leg.state.or.us/monnesanderson/
http://lauriemonnesanderson.com
E-mail:

sen.lauriemonnesanderson@state.or.us
	Greetings,

The Senate is hoping to wrap up the majority of legislative business later this month.  With that in mind I would like to update all my neighbors and friends on our most recent successes. 

Many of you were able to attend the town hall May 24. I really enjoyed the conversation, questions and your concerns. I will make sure that your concerns are heard by all the legislators here in Salem so that we make a difference together. For those of you who were unable to attend the town hall, this update will cover many of the topics that were discussed.  The majority of questions were in support of Senate Bill 31 the Healthy Kids Initiative and Senate Bill 1042 the Casino Bill. Many of you will be happy to hear that Senate Bill 342 on Nursing Teacher Shortages has also been moving through the process recently.
Read ahead to learn more about some recent developments. I will also continue to work on legislation for the Mount Hood Community College Child Development Center, Gresham Center for the Arts, and my Renewable Energy bill which will be in my mid June update.
Yours truly,
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Laurie Monnes Anderson
State Senator, District 25

Healthy Kids

On May 29, the Senate Rules Committee voted 4-1 to refer the Healthy Kids Plan to the voters.  I worked hard to craft this important piece of legislation before the session started, and want to send a clear message that this Legislature will pursue every available option to make sure children in Oregon have access to affordable health care.  Much of the funding for this bill comes from federal matching funds that will help boost the state economy. Spending these funds makes fiscal sense because we will save money in the long term if we take care of our children today. The referral will give the people of Oregon the opportunity to fund the Healthy Kids Plan, and it will help us fulfill our moral obligation to take care of all of Oregon’s children. I was encouraged at my recent town hall by the overwhelming support of constituents in favor of the Healthy Kids Plan.  Many of you urged me to find a solution for the sake of a prosperous future for all Oregonians. I believe this resolution does just that.

Nursing Teacher Shortage 

The House Committee on Business and Labor unanimously passed Senate Bill 342, my Nursing Teacher Shortage Bill, to the house floor on Wednesday, May 30. SB 342 allows retired nurses who receive retirement benefits through (PERs) not to suffer any loss in benefits if they maintain full time work as a nursing instructor. This is an important piece of legislation that helps address the work force shortage in the field of nursing by giving an incentive to retired nurses to become nursing instructors. This bill also positively affects nursing students, giving them a better opportunity to succeed in the classroom by lowering the student to teacher ratio.  
Casino Bill 

The Casino Bill was amended on Thursday, May 31, before being passed unanimously out of committee to the floor of the House. This critical piece of legislation makes citizens the final decision makers in a process that will change the dynamic of their community and affect their quality of life. 

The Casino Bill (SB1042) was amended to the version I originally proposed. Only the voters in a city where a casino would be located would be able to vote on a casino sighting. This bill will ensure that communities, like Wood Village have a say in what happens in there own backyards. 
Contact Us:
Please feel free to contact me. It is important for me to know what concerns the people in my district have. My office is always open.




