Virginia Tech Tragedy

April 17, 2007

Today we celebrate Oregon State University Day; our land grant college.
But I want us to reflect on another land grant college, Virginia Tech. Yesterday a terrible tragedy occurred and today we grieve over the senseless murders of 32 students and faculty on the Virginia Tech campus.  When we send our children to college, we send them away to be educated and to mature into good, healthy and productive adults.  Not to die.  It is difficult to understand this senseless violence, and at such magnitude.  
I have strong ties to that university.  For 8 years I lived in Blacksburg, Virginia, the home of Virginia Tech.  I earned my bachelor’s in nursing there.  My children grew up and attended elementary school there.  

It is a college town much like Corvallis.  The university is known for its agricultural, science, and engineering programs just like OSU is.   It has about the same number of students as OSU, around 22,000.  Virginia Tech is located in the Blue Ridge Mountains just as Corvallis is located at the foot of the Cascade Mountains.  
Let us pray for the families, the students, and friends and with the nation.  For Virginians, in 9 days is the 400th anniversary of the founding of the Commonwealth.  What should be a time to celebrate has become a time of solemn prayer.

Mr.  President, I request a moment of silence for those who died at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia.

