?EU??git?EEBRUARY 22, 2007 EAST METRO Y

METRO EAST BUREAU:
503-294-5930
EAST@NEWS.OREGONIAN.COM

GRESHAM, FAIRVIEW, BORING, WOOD VILLAGE, TROUTDALE, SANDY

People Around the area
[saura Ascensio speaks ‘ News from the
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Troutdale. Sandy. o ! -
Wood Village. Fairview. If youre nOt ('Jﬂ the council
Tk sy il or the planning commission, you really
shadows of Gr nd ' ..o e .
| Portiand:Oiners lum them don't know where Fairview is anymore.
together, as if they lack 4 . 1 .
individual identities There really aren't those lines.
But neither stereotype is
entirely accurate. Each of these Jan Shearer, right,

four cities has its own character,
its own problems, its own
aspirations.

The Oregonian's East Metro
Weekly is profiling each of
these cities and the people
who live in them, looking at

where they have been and
| whers theyv are aninn whst

a 40-year Fairview resident
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Median household income,
1999: 540,931

Residents below poverty
level: 19 percent

EDUCATION
High school graduate or higher:
81 percent

Bachelor's degree or higher:
14 percent

RACE/ETHNICITY
White: 76 percent

Asian: 3.4 percent
African American: 3 percent

Native American/Alaska
Native: 1 percent

Other: 10.5 percent

Hispanic or Latino

(of any race): 16 percent
(Respondents were given the
option of selecting more than
one category)

Speak language other than
English at home: 22.5 percent

(Population figures based on
December 2006 data released
by Portland State University.
Other statistics based on Census
2000 dala)

A new community center
(rght) = located In the old City
Hall bullding = will hold an
open house next month. It's
part of an effort to revitalize
old town and bring together
the clty's residents.

Despite a dearth of businesses, Fairview's leaders
hope the community will evolve into a full-service town

By GOSIA WOZNIACKA
THE OREGONIAN

airview Village, a shiny planned com-
munity, was supposed to be a prime ex-
ample of new urbanism, the architec-
tural trend that re-creates the look and

feel of a small town. ¢
What's more, officials hoped the vil-
lage, built 10 years ago, would serve as a

model for the rest of the city,

But the vision of & close-knit, economically self-
sufficient community has not fully materialized in
the village or citywide. Instead of streets brimming

with pedestrians headed to shops, cafes and
churches, the city's developed land is dominated
by one element: residences.

When compared with other cities its size,

" Fairview's commercial and industrial development

is “limited,” city officials admit. Little commerce or
industry has arrived, partly because developers see
Fairview, population 9,585, as a bedroom communi-
ty that's not as attractive to retail or other businesses.
But city officials say they are not giving up on the
vision of a full-service small town. Using zoning,
they hope to hold out until more commercial de-
velopment arrives, In the meantime, the city is try-
ing to connect and serve an eth-

nically and economically diverse
group of residents without the
support of civic organizations or
a substantial business base.

Fairview mayor Mike Weath-
erby likes to talk about the “May-
berry feel" of his city, referring to
the small fictional town that was
the setting for two 1960s televi-
sion series.

“The whole goal and real em-
phasis of my vision is a sense of
united community, with every-
one enjoying a good quality of

Please see FAIRVIEW, Page 7
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The library and City Hall in Fairview Village are meant to entice residents to walk, but the lack of shops means few pedestrians venture out.

MICHELLE DRAEGER/ THE OREGONIAN

Detective hangs up badge but keeps tractors rolling

Collector | Tom Walker
even keeps a few machines

that don’t run like a Deere

By STUART TOMLINSON
THE OREGONIAN

After 29 years
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ly did him in.

Just weeks shy of his retirement last
month, Walker, 50, was motoring up
his steep driveway in one of his 20 farm
tractors — a 1943 Farmall-H — when
the engine died. Then the brakes

Terri, his wife of nearly 30 years,
bought last summer,

Although he avoided being crushed
by the out-of-control machine, in the
process he cracked his pelvis and frac-
tured the radius bone at his right el-

know how I got off without getting
killed.”

Although it's more than 60 years old,
the Farmall is one of six working trac-
tors Walker uses to mow grass and hay
for area farmers and homeowners.

10 pay his heating bl

It started out as a way (0 earn extra
0ne) y his heating bill, around

business that gave him the extra mon-
ey to buy, well, more tractors. And a
few, OK, a dozen motorcycles, a few
classic cars, and a VW bus once owned
by the Rajneeshees.

The tractors are ked wheel-to-

wheel in a large pole barn, its walls fes-



~Lommercial development requires good access,

and Fairview doesn’t have that many locations that are attractive to commerdial or retail developers.”

Allen Grant,

Grant Development Co, who developed Fairview Terrace

Fairview:
One developer

says city shy
ON €asy access
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life and sense of pride in the city,” he said.

Key to that vision is economic develop-
ment. According to city statistics, more
than 60 percent of developable land in
2004 was zoned residential, and 15 per-
cent was zoned commercial. But while
the residential land is close to filled, in-
dustrial and commercial land remains
mostly vacant.

So far, the only real shopping destina-
tion in Fairview Village is a Target store.

“Most shops on Village Street sit empty,
and there is little pedestrian traffic. Be-
sidles a fitness center, a car wash, a couple
of service stations and two restaurants,
there are few businesses in the entire
town. Industrial development includes an
intemational test facility for lift trucks, a
sawdust storage facility and a fruit pack-
ing operation.

City officials continue to hold out hope
for California developer Mark Donati of
Lexmar Development, who holds the re-
maining land in Fairview Village. They
want him to bring commercial develop-
ment to the neighborhood, but his last
proposal to the city was for more hous-
ing,

“He hasn't yet given us the proposal we
want,” said Weatherby. “We'll hold out
for it. If nothing happens, nothing hap-
pens.”

This week, the City Council was to con-
sider rezoning some residential parcels
along Sandy Boulevard for commercial
use, hoping to draw small businesses to
that area.

But attracting a grocery store or restau-
rant may not be easy, said Allen Grant
with Grant Development Co.,, a
Vancouver-based developer.

“Commercial development requires
good access, and Fairview doesn't have
that many locations that are attractive to
commercial or retail developers,” said
Grant, who developed Fairview Terrace, a
gated community of 196 townhouses on
Sandy Boulevard. :

What Fairview has in excess are condi-
tions that make it attractive to residential
developers.

“It's a small community that people
want to live in, the property was available
at the right price, and the city itself is co-
operative in the development process,”
Grant said.

Another challenge to the small-town
feeling is that residential areas have
mushroomed far beyond the edges of the
original “old town,” making the city feel
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vears ago, saw the berry fields, tracts of
woods and wetlands swallowed by hun-
dreds of homes, apartments and town-
houses as the city’s population grew by
tenfold.

“If you're not on the council or the
lanning commission, you really don't
where Fairview is anymore,” she
said. “There really aren't those lines.”
Some residents of old town, where city
hall, a wain depot (including a trolley
from Portland) and local businesses once
thrived, felt uncomfortable when the
shiny Fairview Village was built, Shearer
said.

“People were afraid that the city wasn't
going to pay any attention to us,” she
said.

For Mayor Weatherby, increasing pride
in old town, which city officials now call
“historic old town” — and in Fairview as
a whole — is one way to bring unity back
to the city. So is building connections be-
tween residents by organizing a farmers
market, community picnics and fairs and
a chili cookout, as well as opening a com-
munity center and improving roads and
bus service for residents,

Shearer said the city should also focus
more on building up neighborhood asso-
ciations, but Weatherby sees them as just
another option.

“I don't see the city pushing neighbor-
hood associations,” ie saa%lt‘s some-
thing people have to want.”

The Mayberry ideal is also being tested
as the city tries to integrate a rapidly in-
creasing minority population. The num-
ber of Fairview residents of Hispanic or
Latino origin increased from about 4 per-
cent in 1990 to about 16 percent in 2000,
double the percent statewide and county-
wide. Fairview's non-white population
shot up from 6 percent in 1990 to 24 per-
cent in 2000,

The number of Russian-speaking resi-
dents, who are not counted in the census,
also increased, as evidenced by the build-
ing of two large Slavic evangelical church-
es in the city (including one still under
construction off Arata Road).

Patricia Martinez-Orozco, executive di-
rector of the Oregon Council for Hispanic
Advancement and principal at Fairview

said the growth of the community she
observed while she was principal re-
quired “a big social effort.”

“Some parents said, ‘Wait a minute,
this (immigrant) population is taking
away from our resources,’” Martinez-
Orozco said. “It brought to the surface
that maybe we are changing as a commu-
nity. Some people welcomed it and
others were a little frightened by it.*

In addition, the vision of a quaint small
town is being challenged by Fairview's
poverty rate, the highest in Multnomah
County, according to most recent census
statistics. And Fairview has one of the
highest concentrations of affordable
housing (based on income eligibility) op-
erated by the Housing Authority of Port-
land, according to city officials; 328 units
in the Fairview Oaks housing complex.

Though the city gets $15,000 per year
from HAP to help with increased costs of
policing and other city services, Weather-
by is asking HAP to increase the pay-
ments and make him part of the board.

“We need 1o integrate the people and
we need more money to do it,” he said.

Fairview Police Chief Ken Johnson said
with rapid growth has come the police
department’s “inability to keep pace be-
cause of financial issues.”

The department saw a more than 50
percent increase in all police calls from
1999 to 2006, but family and neighbor-
hood issues (such as child abuse, sex
crimes and burglaries) were especially on
the rise with so many new residents, he
said.

Johnson hopes he can eventually in-
crease the number of officers who patrol
the streets, including one detective, from
11 to 15, to continue answering all calls
from residents (Fairview and Troutdale
are the last two police departments in the
county that answer all calls immediately),
But with a tight city budget, he knows the
increase may not come for a while.

But the mayor remains positive that his
city can match the ideal of Mayberry, a
“small, cozy little town where people
bring up their kids, safe, with a sense of
closeness, neighbor helping neighbor.
That’s what Fairview can be,”
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